California’s Al Law: A Transparency First Approach to Human-Centered Governance

In late September 2025, California enacted one of the most consequential state-level Al
regulations to date with the passage of the Transparency in Frontier Artificial Intelligence Act
(SB 53). The law establishes a transparency- and safety-focused framework for developers of
advanced or “frontier” Al systems, signaling California’s intent to balance innovation with public
accountability.

Under SB 53, frontier Al developers are required to publish detailed transparency reports and
safety frameworks explaining how they identify, evaluate, and mitigate serious or catastrophic
risks associated with their models. These requirements reflect growing concern that increasingly
powerful Al systems can produce large-scale societal harm if governance mechanisms are
absent or opaque.

The law also includes mandatory reporting of critical safety incidents, establishes oversight
coordination with state emergency authorities, and provides whistleblower protections for
employees who surface Al-related risk concerns. Importantly, SB 53 focuses its most stringent
obligations on large-scale developers that exceed defined computational and revenue
thresholds, while still requiring baseline disclosures across the frontier Al ecosystem.

California’s approach emphasizes trust through visibility, asserting that systems capable of
shaping economies, information flows, and human opportunity must be transparent about their
safeguards. As other states consider similar actions, SB 53 is widely viewed as a regulatory
precedent that could influence the future of Al governance in the United States.

This is where alignment matters.

A human-aligned framework allows innovation to move forward while reducing the need for
heavy, fragmented enforcement. It gives policymakers, companies, and communities a common
language—before harm forces intervention.

The Human-Alignment Index was designed for precisely this moment: not to replace regulation,
but to reduce the need for it by aligning systems with human values from the start.
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